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DYNAMIC DUO MAKES THE GRADE AT THE VENETIAN

Most successful individuals share one thing in common: a mentor that has helpea
guide and assist them on thelr journey to success. At Venetian club and restaurant
Tao, a major point of pralse Is a8 highly aerganized and tralned kitchen staff that
creates culinary masterpieces In a timely fashion while serving customer counts that
often excead 1,000 guests per night. Heading up this frantic kitchen |s a pair of chefs
that walk and talk the same game for a reason: Executive Chef Sam Hazen taught it

to Chef de Cuisine Jash Thomsean.

P sl Jn 19090, B peticd Thet sees Nelyan Mandels
freed 0 Saih Alqica. YR Psl aff ehe Beslin Wil a5
LS, treops senl o Irsd for the Fest time, §nos Cus
lingry Fagtituts of America clgsstanm i New York's

Hyde Pask, Josh Thomsen walks inbo hel Brat class fresh from
hig High school gfaduatitey, ] wisd o groen,” Bughs ITHe @ver-
chEerfl Thomean, “And Sam was the inetructor thal ro ome
wanted Lo desw, wirwsed U walk oul of hes class thisking "Whial
BV d95 17 hescaursd v didn koo any Bebber®

Faran wes ord of the meslructors Leaching the "skis® plass,
ife cfnl oot caeng where poung stodenis lEarnes 1he basics
"IL'd the ihodl impertant class because 'S whetre you le&tn the
srnall #tyff gad without i yeu Rave notfung,® says Haren before
conimusng with a chisciln, “Yean | was realiy $trick, But onky
necaiuse | nested to be.”

Haren rekurmed 1o CIA, T abma mater, afler working m
the kitchens of Lomidon's Le Gavroche and Milsn's Guaftiero
Marches. After his greival back in thie States, e Decame ex-
ecutive chef ot Mew York City's Terrace In The Sy, Bot Mearen
fiprbored & desire o teach and help mald the next generation
of great chefe. “1f & a0 rewearding 96 see those stodents that
excelied at school now excelling in the real world® he says.

Haren had = wealtt ol krowisdes to teach, and the young
Thom=sen soaked it all m “Ha cesg was =0 gregt becaose he
ran il like & restaursrt snd that's what wa off needed at that
e = cays Thomaen

Haren spmetimes g0t 0 for o wees at aurends or Le Croun
gringeng the latest innowatigns Bback to his class. But the call
of Eanhattan's kKitchans prowed irrgsiebible. Ho manned the
SDVEE M DIERlIgIouR FRsTAUFaTTE BUET 36 The famed Tavern on
the Green = Central Park and Cascafneda Before apaning his
own Rum 57 and tho orginpl Tao

"1 sways fallpwed Sam's caresr ghter [ graduated., My par
@ntw wguld Tut ot ClipDings 8nd mail ™am to me,” gays Tham:
gEn. "W Bam opEndd Tea T even sEed my pREENES i1 10 aal
and aaw hl

Hapsit RadaT Iorgottes and Mms favailé SEUGEnrs iinE
T gheays remember The gasd uderts and Jooh was sl
bRt wai could [EW he Had & fire & & passion | Feim, Alakg
the way he widld work with frimnds 0F mire and 1 wodid hear

great ings about whal Ne was Gaing.”

A% plins werd BEing mede fie Tac's Vegas invaklan, Hasien
Feomd himael dining 81 BO& Staakhowse and Sushi Roky in (b
Foaruis Shops al Cansacs Palade. Thorden wWis safving 36 Cor
pirate pescglres Chel, apd Hafen was Aol disappaimied by His
frividr prbolé&ge™s cuising. "1 wak The Rrsl Hime be ever chakpd
lmr whis,” 4dys Maden, “And 8 was g9 of the best megis [ have
had B Vg e "

IV wit § now expergnce For Thoorsan a9 wel] "L wagn'l
hke coaking for your Boss. Whan £'s the guy that teught yod
a's nwhode newe arogrmm omd 87 Bredspme esparience” Hagen
gitjoyed Hie exjerienie o meth (hatk fie medialely ged fis
walts an Thamaen for the Teo kitchen, 1 wanied the best
plapar or Lhe Feld,” he remesbers "Aad in Josh | Sefaiiedy
faund that .

“Omce a mertor. alwdys 1 menton,” Thomaen hagpily 2ods

winile Tao's kitcher mmay be one of the busest = Las Ve
gas and can ook cloge Lo choor, SPRESTANCES &re dersiving
| tun & Witchen by emmating the apportuniey for mistakos
throwgh orgeniesation,® seys Thomsen *When you &rd orgs
meed, whetfier you are cooking for nine. 80 or 1.00d peoole
it doesn't matter, When you can do this level of volurme and i
worey, it s exiremely rewarding

When Haren s in New York oeersesing Tao's si=zter kitcken,
Thomsen sl talke with him am 8 dedly begis, with Hazen a the
mentorng rede yel again. " 1EE just ke school,” sava Thomeon
H's yelling at me now, he was yeliing at ma than =

watching the tea chets interact is an inberesting experience
indegd The &dar FHazen =l comemandes Thomsen's afoen
tindt Whin fei Epgaklis — @ sund ®ign that the discipln is always
lwarnang, wo rmatter haw small e lesson. Convarsely, Hizer
Egully DesimE when TROMSEN GhEake Sampnmas eusn The
rRBChEs DRCmes the sldent, @ Hazen & quick 10 suppar
Theoim=an & miny sdeds Gad Bitchen mbistaeis, |1 & alves
sl Thie dyramic Bebweer this dedail-gtientannd dien 15 Ky [o
Tan's sprcaes "luisi g5 [ legrnt 5o much Prem Rim &t sthical, ]
el |BEFNL GG FEnh e from R woikeig ogether a1 Taa,”
wiys THarmssn

That s provehly o good thing because &8 Hapen horsell puns
it, 1 can still change his grade
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